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Abstract
The purpose of this paper is to report my findings, based on data from the Survey
on the English Studies of Japanese Lower and Upper Secondary School Students
2014, about lower and upper secondary school students’ liking for English. First,
from the responses to six items (e.g., How much do you like listening to English?),
I calculated the factor scores as to students’ liking for English. The results of
ANOVAs indicated that for public school, students in Grades 7 and 8 showed
high degrees of liking for English as compared to students in Grades 10 and 11.
However, for private school students, the degree of liking for English in Grade 10
was not low. Second, multiple regression analyses on the responses from Grade
7 students were carried out to identify factors which influenced students’ liking
for English. For public school students, several factors related to (a) exposure
to English and studying English outside the school, and (b) lower secondary
school lessons (.e., the degree of Japanese teachers’ use of English in class, the
frequencies of the activities in which students were required to express their
feelings or opinions) showed statistical significance as predictive variables. In
contrast, for private school students, only exposure to English outside the school

was found to be significant.
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