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Abstract
This is a report of a pilot study which investigates levels of achievement in
English attained by six-year old Japanese children (thirty-three in total) who
studied English as a foreign language before entering elementary school. Two
groups of children were given three English tests: an English vocabulary test, an
English intonation recognition test, and a short version of an English language
ability assessment test which is commonly taken by children in Japan. One group
of children (Group A) studied English at home, occasionally supported by their
parents who were not necessarily confident in using English. They used English
language learning kits, produced by a Japanese publishing company and
delivered to children's houses bimonthly for two years. The kits consisted of
DVDs, CDs, activity books, games, and electronic learning tools (e.g. interactive
digital textbook, voice recorder, quiz machine). The other group of children
(Group B) had some English language learning experience but did not use these
kits. The major findings were: (1) Group A outperformed Group B on the English
vocabulary test and the sample version of English language ability assessment
test, and (2) Both groups had difficulty distinguishing English intonation from
that of other languages such as French, Chinese, Spanish, Russian and Arabic,
particularly when they heard only the pitch without words. It seems that if
children can learn English with multimedia learning tools, which provide
opportunities to play games and use quiz formats, they can learn English
vocabulary to a certain extent without having to learn it from English teachers
through actual verbal interactions. However, Japanese children seem to rely on
meanings of words to recognize English, perhaps due to the insufficient exposure
to English in their environment. Children's independent study experience also
seems to enhance their ability to concentrate on test questions. Moreover, testing
children's English ability by having them match pictures with what they hear
can pose difficulties because the pictures themselves sometimes distract the

children. Finally, questions remain whether children's English productive skills
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can be learned by independent study and how the attainment of such skills can
be assessed.
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TRCEIE THEDHELHNE T, BASEDEIRETIHRWEAID, KERE T N—7
DOFELTHLOE, HEOFE T, FEREOEZDVDCD TEN T ESEICH 5
MENTIEZR, FFEERGEELRWELD, RO EZEIUIE EREIZEELTHED
I B DT ENTELNS R T D, DAL T, BETHEEFEOKAEID, £D
FEEE Lo ELZ NPT THOo TV AHEBR VO T-EH7bO L NEZCT VNG
720,

<6FE > EMCEINE L ERE, JSE U TLAOBEGEAZHETY, —HT5H0%3250
N2 0T 2w I L TEZ D,

* POV — Q) EA S ARBRE VL — T 100%, FERERE 7L —794.4%

f21: 1. v¥¥ofs 2. a770k 3. VADKR

[#3C ] : Woman: What is that, Naomi? Girl: It’s a koala and a chipmunk.
FEfE] 3 (BT VR34 — OO EfEIX2)

BTN THD0IAEKICA R TS chipmunk (3 ~VUR) THDH, VAT
squirrel LMEENDD T, chipmunk 1ZFOHO—FEEEDY REWNHZEI2725, squirrel
ZFo> TV Th, chipmunk ZH1572<T, BX LIRS TFEBDBNEb LIV, F
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7o, UEMZS, BED2 5D DT OIZ, BEERBLD It's Zfli> Tl TWDH0%
RERTHD, M N—TLbEmB a0, MEEICLEST, 2D, rabbit (HEX)
IRV Behipmunk ZBAZ A REME RN H-T2EHE 2 HND,

(b) : ¥aDHE:

<1LE> N E3OHWT, fRIRD BT ob 0 S

* PO TVIMRES  EA R RBRE VL —T'100%, FERBRE S —783.3%

&) AT ST — 7 VD EDay 72 R Tn5,

[3C):1. Here is a dish. 2. Here is a cup. 3. Here is a chair.

MEfiE ) 22

BIIHFARO a7 THY, cup (EFEARE) TiEZV, ﬁﬁﬁ%?ﬂ/~7 DTELED
BEIEMLED, FEEBRE NV — T OMEST-FEb b, BlI—HT 5060

IR T2 RS TD B PUR A R A T2 D3N FTRENE 3 8 D,

<2 > BRI HK T 2B 2O E 3OO T, ORI — T Hb D&% 5
&

* YTV L IEE R ARBRE VL —740.0%, FEIRERE VL —7"55.6%

&) BOFHI0REZFE T HEHE A FONZLIE TLo2EEEL TV D, BII->ZYL
T2 TRE A TUND,

(%30 :Is it eleven o’clock? 1. No, it’s one o’clock. 2. No, it’s ten o’clock. 3. Yes, it
is.

MEfE) 2

BRI NTEBOTORESCHIRVE DL, ITERHEZR ZL TWAIEITROT, {E
LTELT, DLAHELTVDIINCH AL, bL No LE->THHDThL, Fakiti
[ZIRD72E, BEDALERSHDOTIIRWEAI D, T A RIEI00% 51T, No E& %
DANDEIED, NEFTLE TN TEYVEELZRT NICHEZ 5, hot &n)HF—T—
RbHy T b ERLHER TERESNL T TR T RTINS,

<3FE> HHHLDIZOWNWTIDDEMHE, ZME, —ET5HDE6-DDFaD
HNH108ATE XD,

* YT VR IEE R KBRS 7 L —7°60.0%, IERERE VLV —T761.1%

&1 1. HFOIUIRLEBERNTNDIE 2. IROTWAIO# 3. 3ADEH AV V)
IM—FIT72o>TVDER 4. TRATWDEEDRE 5. FEDfR 6.3 AVENESTWVDHIR
(%32 ):1 am a fruit. ’'m long. 'm yellow. What am I?

MIEfiE] 3

T DT 1 D72 D TIUANIE Z1F 220, V-l s 3 FZlong (KVY)
HOLELTEZDHITIE, BB TIESARDE AV TFR—FEOE THENILTEY, f-oZ<3
DINTH RZBTZDENIL, ZD72, longldb M TRIp-»T-ATREME N, TEfif%
BARRDSTZELE X HIND,

0133 m



<AFE> MBI ST HRFICEL T, BV CEEE, —HT5L0E3 00
B51OEATEZD,

k YT VLS IEA R KRB 7L —T746.7%, FEIRERE T —T7"22.2%

&1 1. KOFNRTEEDOILEEZTODHE 2. KOFRARMETRADILEE
X TCWDia 3. DT IMEEH CHEIHIZFESTZH DO ANDIEEEZ TODIR

[ | : Kate waited for her friend.

MEfE] 3

DTN friend EFESIZIE, BRIAICHEZDLRFEBLD B O NI LT
T7e T2, BRFRIOTEBITES T, HIZFES> TRLILEOEIT BV E T > 72D T
RNt D, BEROSTHY, wait (1F2) LW HEED BEWRA ISR > 7= Al fE
HELH 5,

<6%F > ERCLINE L EME, IRE U TLOHEZMEEY, —K T 550%3>0
BINB2 DT =/ L TE 2D,

* YUV — O IFA R ARBRE 7V —T76.7%, IEERERE 7N —T727.8%

&) 1. 7aUy B ook 2. JIZASTIVLI O 3. b El> THZIIO R O
i, FITRIC T VDB NTIE T Ok

[£3C ) :Woman: What did you buy, Meg? Girl: I bought a milk and bread.

MEfE] 1 (7 RIE32 — DD IEfRIL2)

7aT U WIEMEE7> TN, bread (V30) EBIWT, FELREGIC/nT Y%
BARZMNEIMNTEERTTHD, bread LN TAA—VLRLTNDIE, B/ DEH7R AV
TR WEAID, 7u Ty hibread O —FETHDHEWVD R 721TIUXE 2 DN
WEAD, FT, FEMICH, and bread O DHEFE D, d+br O DNEE T 5720
2 br OEFNNSLIRY, ZOHO[elDFENFEHMIAL, TEHD egg DFEIHDE el LM
XEZ - ATREMEL 3%, I 3DIRIL, JID B DI RADBIEN, A E A
DT, JILHE LW, BRIZTZ VA DTS EH OE 12 x5, A ERED
FIZREDR ST, BT N —7" LG IEE RO TR o 72,

<TE> BT OEFEEE, TONKE—HTHHLOE6OOBOFNL1OE 2D,

* YT VRIRES6  IEE R KBRS —76.7%, IEIRERE 7 —7"27.8%

&1 1.2 N\OLDFNALHERRIHELTEY, LA ADLDFNR72 0D EEESD
OEVDIDFIZPEZHIELTND 2. T—F B RZENILTWDED 1L, Ry ek
STHEELTWDEBREADE 3. TVRBMIAZANIIEL THD B DD

4. BOFNAEZBRNZAE 5. HMOFNET /OIS F2 XS LHEL TW548 6. B
DFWBEFT T I —2L TODiE

[33Z ) :Mom: Could you open your book, Hideki? Boy: OK.

[EfR ] -4

IEfRELTRIINDADRRTIE, BREEABHNPNTEDL T, 2ADOFEF IZLHRFEIHE
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T Tuwian, £z, BOFIE, BEIICARZHNTLES TV D, IHEIETRITIUTAFEIZS
WEONORIBE THD, Zivh, M7 /L—7EbIZ, IEERPMED T,

(38) T NMEDYL, MENESTL7enEBbN=DIF <58 > D257, Zih
SORMEI, B TFEbDOEFLZME, EORM TRI~T-E50 %, —BT 505 RA
TEZDIEIZ 5T, CEAERN—ELTEY, B AHO NEHRED, Kb I
TWCRIED R T, <53 > ORI, KRR 7V —77355.3%, IEEBRE 7 V—T
330.5% T, FDFE22.8%ITAH EEMN zbot(ﬂﬁ 1.86, p<.05), IHIZ, FARHEITHE S
TeINENCEDIEERICEDE, HREHEIZHB DR ST RKRE 7 )V — 7 7355.6%
(S D.=30.0), HFEHEITEST-IFERERE 7L —77327.3%(S.D.=26.1) T, =D 7#28.3%

I EEND T (HE=2.25, p<.05), ZDTEH % %&M%”%‘ L, ROz R BLAYITHE
Zf%u FHRETDREN DD LIOITB b, Bl IX, DVDEH T, JFEO BRI ¥+
T B —LREET DA TR, £OLO7RARER) E> BLTWDEDOE LI, 1T,
BB CTHRFELEIGE . DA 2 —T 7 ar ORI H N RDIAENDELIRDD
T, BORHLERo Tt NS EEEATI D, A R OS54 BE T2 L0 b3 EIC
IRBDNH LAY,

(4) (2)BXOB)DELZEEZ T, b L MEELERLSEOT ST, B
B TR R, MBS B LW M) o6z, BB HBE I
SERIRR SN (@) D 2RNIRAN L o1z, LTEAR->C, EfmLT-Y 7 VR 12
M8 H) L7 oTe, 2D, EEXEFREZB/HEAL, TORMRIZONWTELLZ, TORE,
T, EERIL, W NV—TE8T7 7 Uiz, LT, KB FHHAMKBRE 7 LV —T )
78.3%(S.D. =11.3), JKBRE 7 L —77368.1%(S.D.=13.8) T, ZD7210.2%2I13H E 7
N1 (HE=2.31, p<.05), SHIT, FFEHRITHEST-NEDICEIDIEERIT, FAEH=
(IS TR 7 LV — 7 375.0%(S.D.=12. 9), FEEEHRITmDIR T IKBRE 7 —T
2% 80.6%(S.D.=10.2), JEEEHEITHE ST IERIRE 7 N —T7873.5%(S.D.=12.3), S5k
HBIBDR T2 IEEBRE 7V —T7 )8 59.5%(S.D.=12.2) 12 7=, JEFBEHE (@D
INOTZRKERE N — 7 LGB R B DI o T2 IR E 7 — T\ iﬁ%??‘é?ﬁ‘i%ofc
(tfEi=3.76, p<.01), HWEHRHAE B ST IERERE 7 N — 7 LRFERE @D R > T2 IE K
BRE T N—T DEIIHHE BN (Hfi=2.35, p<.05),

L,LLODF%J E> PR EBMIEBRE 070, IEERE L0 mE R Elio7o2 e b
Molo, FEEIITEE, KEEOLEDPNRND T, FEEFEHBEMZ2E>T0H 867 h
I, Blodh T%ﬁ%fm)%f HEFEEZL WD, H EREIC k> TR EFER O ERER
DEAGRERINT=DII 2T A50, FH—IZ, SEIOV 7 VRETIE, F IR EGECK
DRV A= SR T AN ZNE L, FEGT-BIMEST- S 3B H8RIIE, SH

PERFEDAL TR, HARFBERZZRND, BLLBMETEXHIIC 526N TW5,
DVD’%’CD%%tDFﬁHb\tDTét 7‘(7:& H o DN X0 CH e GE 2 T 5
WA T VI DIIRFEE Y — NV RHY, BT RGEE > CTHIRLERD T — LD T,
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HEFZERFELOAMIIRLT, Bolc iiE2 Mo CHRFEEGS TEAIOICTREN
T2~ NVTF AT AT BAT DMz FHNTNZDT, VA= T IRFIA N2 EZ D5 EN
TE5, B, AEIOV 7 VMEEIE, FEEICINA T, TANEZ T HEREE LT
HHDTE ST, VA= INTIMA T, &Rl hL VIR hbiS e, 7o, BN TR
BFHHY, 2N FNORBEDOREE O T IZHOWNTOFE R Z AR L7220 FUEAR T 72V ML
FrTTp o TN, BERFEBMZH > T, BEMICAEFEHEL WL TELTEBIL,
BN M T R AT DAL, SR H O TR 50 20 IR L CTIEAL T
DT, RO LORIEREDT ANEZ T HHREL B G L T b LitZeuy,
HERIATE, BEORAEDDLIGEEZE ST 7 Eb b TH, M7 L\ AZ RN
MERHDHZ b7z, 3 =FH R EORFHIOWT, IRIEERLNAZ 50
B ThD, ZORNT, BEMEFESTHEFEEZL QW TELEbO T BMENLTNDLD
WX T, WEBHETIE, FEBIIEELOREFEOA L Z—T I a2 KRL, VA=27
NEARE =X 7 N BET M EGD, BEICE) F-Eb2bIE, @ 1ADREFEDS
LA EDOR N7 EEDORCVEITIZIENL TS, LL, IO EIZLDRFER,
BT IWAZIRD LR LV T A MO FER, B = FH N H<RERE 321 TH EV 2R
WL LR, FT2, SEIOV T VRETE, A =% 7 INTRER T, FEEEDO L
LEONBE LI LS CTRMTAIA=L T HERIE L, AE—%2 7 LTI,
ROV EVITEN TWAERITE > TODFEB T2 HLD T BMENTWHAL LR,
BRZICHERMLIZV O, BRICEX, BFEH=RICE L, KGEFEEEZL QWL ELED
DB OREZ, KO IEMEICBUBICHE TEAT AN TH2LEETHD, TEHLORE
NERETDHZETHEHEL W, HEISNDER LR ENRREERD, 29 MEE MR
MU TIERBR, TAMNIFENE, Hik, BERICHEEL KT, 550U
BRDOI=OICH, T-ELOFFENEEDLALRIE TELENTZT AN RO LD,

3. #R

IR AN A R TS R 5B B B A T, FECTHREETFEEZ LT
ELT-HOPFERI ) O EBEOMIIC AT T3 ay NAEZITV, JHFER, RFED
AR —ar OFRH, FEERRRBRZ RIS NERE L, ZOREE, JaRE 8
THEFELEZTFELDICE, RHHEGERM, FRERNZBRAIS N NHLZEnbh o7z,
FELIZ LI bNFEE T Lo 55572 #01, DVD, CD, V—27 v 77X 4k
IRAT AT HAE ST T, T ELORBEHE, BL, BIRIZHDELar 7 THRAEN
MENL TN, FEBEBIE, EICAEFZEL, BMFEEORYSEMBZHHEXITHIC
i ThHo TV e, BUITHBE L TH-72M, RENSLTLLGE TIIR o7, Ll
F-ELHLOEL, DVDRCDOA Y 7y MNb s gES &2 EHECHE R, TANMIEZ Tz,
PRFEDA L MR 2T FER 2T IUTERAUICWMEM D Do T, BEFEEM CIE, R
DR ESCEG AN ORFFHLo2—E T2 EOFHOD, BARGENK b o
Too SNEREL U CHGEA E SR CI, SEE~ O ENRLNTWD, LL, 1B
B, B CHEEL EO SRR CREEEZZIEL, Hlz X, BIGAMOK[FFL L HAEL

NSRBI L, AU b= ar DO T SRR TR HHE
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INTBEGENDARENIIH D, WA FFEO LI A ARBEO MGG C&5, HiEED
RRA~ORIE LT, WEEFEHEBM CTHEFHL W FEBT2b0 A, #ink
L CHRIS I3 Dk T HDI T, BMFE T, & R2ns, HRaM<EITBhTn
72D T, YUA= T N ZRET 2R E RO LR MBI R E L 0o Te Db LR,
B, = FH R NEETARMOSEOBRITHEN TV, S, RN THELHS
IRESERTIX, FHROBMENLLIELRD0, HEOFEICL->TER hREbh, T2
N BRI ST ST T IS D AT, A —F 27 B TR CTh s,

WIEHER R ASEELHEMERA T L0 biE, BENRERICEST, B
RV TR BRI AR T DN B G QDI ENbhoTz, BEE CEBERE RS
JEDSAV HIVEREE T2V D O F-EH 7 bIc kD8 5584, FHCAMERERE I
SWTOFFIRFZEE, ZNETIEFEALE SN TR, HEFE KA AR THLINHD
Z, ARIOIHIRHEFIEN AT RERR O LR, &C, S Db -b g ick-
THEELZEENL, FFREDINTEITILODELID, HIL, INFER DB DO PEFEIRE
R, FRRZRDFFEDT AN THEILS TARLWEFES 7249, LarL, HEEFEIZEL T
I, FERNOEELEETHEEEO T PHRILPIRTEDLE OT, BhFaINS R
HHBEZL QT BOBDNDATRENEN DD, BHIEE ICL> TEBHDIOI, 1D
FERVA= T ], ata=r—2—LLTOEMRDTEAID, WL T, HES
BIERWROLH72b 0T, SHEED LR BGEO MR, Ayt —Y OBFECIR IR A
TEDHES), EData=r—ra i )aEET 5120, +EbebITR HIFE 2kt
L7 Aud7ebran, ffk, EOZRIZT T, AR CHREA &I TTHR LW E
BO—FT, FELTLREMEHE D, B0l EICRFE = E 2T 50— — BN 5
RIS, a0 EED BT Dkl /2o TNAIEE > TRER W, 78
72HITiE, FEEVHEREL VDT /T, ADEEE, BxRXXFLEBE20/FE/T
HHZL, FEET—HMIRANEL TR 2 e A& LR TNDZ LA KU 3D 8 Zfil
THRRLWERES,

b 3

(1) #MEHBTTIZERD Ny a—RL—var, BT BRIz WD, BIEIZELbe AL
English | EFFTIVTWDIBAE BE R G557 1 B, , BLkiX1ERHIC6[E], 4 EIDFRA D &
FEHM FERERE L, B2 20T J4A-5 RN B [ 3 Co &) & 56 LI #p T
RS E 2R ML T LT OB (BAEDTZE S B oA UEnglish 112133-45% 2
MTEMNE- 52 16HD)

(2) FEEBREIL. B Fyta—RL — a1t koTHARECHITES IV BIE HE T 78 Bb
[ZEHHLRNAL D% #ETH T, BRI IERNIC12[EH 7, ZOEMIIL, FiEOHKD
a—F =, 25 AICIUESFIEERRIATN QO TLELAY DX T 74 —THLEN T
LRI ORI OEMIZBEGL, HFEOFHOT—F—DOF TIELELANINAVH L TH
277,

(3) B~ Fyvta—FRr—TarDOF=F—lEmMRICLD, BEAXANOEIL, Zik Bk
DARNEEART, E TRED3H (A [BIORE S E Sz R 131 L S bt o HIZIE N
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(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

BI=DITAELDEHTE,

A ENCH T T IHRLTES o7 28 b B AU L English | OJELHS 71K, WNZT —4#
EHBLOGH T IS oo Ry v B E BB 7 — O ER R EHANERE
REZERZEFEOH ETHERITEH B L BT 720, FHEICBINL KESS a0k 78F,
PRAEE DRI OB L 720,

Cummins(1984)72 L1kl FFELEE S E1XE 77 CHH AFE Al be7e L 4 & 4
HLTWAEEND, BeARFFETIIR, TEBIZEs TEKHHFEE, A F—T 7 al N
ZERETLEE NS, BRI, HEETHLEROMEEFATWDRF THHDT,
FEEDFEY~DFZEDT ) 7 TlER, TNIMIEEIRL CODDODIRNZINDEINT, Hh
RBIN T AV ERHD, BWREBE L)X T, Boln B e i~ 7-ilf OVl &@LU Tt
BUMEE T 22 LITE R DD DLEB 2D, WE T REOIEHbERRTHLEE 2 BILD,
CDDHMEIZSH IV T W 1< I E o T B RTFH PSR E O W IR . KIFHZ K.
RIBEERKIEHFEL B0, FFEMTICEE R 581/ 7MVer.4.5.08 (Boersma and
Weenink, 2006) %Mo, AV F A F L, JeiBlIl CDMAGRER S S 445k R RE
£] (FREREHKR, 2003) 25, FFELUANAOFFHEILEAAKIEHBROTCD=I/ AT LA L) —X
MOEF AL THWE,

A)(1998: pp.40-41I2LD, Z DML, 4 EIOA L hp— al FAPHAENZEITIE, ShD R HE
N CAELIRIE B MEEDO A bR —al BN E MR T DLV, SiEM oA
YR =T ar OFELEIZ R T A RICHBEE A HH LB DNL DT, 5B LBEREET D,

1L _E(2003) 128k SN 7-BRONZEDRHET A oD IEEVE 24 I EAHH L, Yo 7 LV RigEE
PERE LT,

Singleton(1989), Harley(1986)72X (215, Snow(1987), Gardner(1985)i2L5L, 7-X¢
DOFNRANLVGE SR B A TEHI0ICBbns0iE, SRERIIDVENLTHDIZHTIE
72, SRR DB E LR T A T R T T 3B AT o Eb bV TS, B S RE
OFENEBENE UL, EREVDIFROLNVEE I THE S B G TEEEZL
N5,

S pT )

Boersma P. and Weenink D. (2006). PRAAT: Doing phonetics by computer.Website:
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Gardner, R.C. (1985). Social Psychology and Second Language Learning: the Role of

Attitudes and Motivation. London: Edward Arnold.

Harley, B. (1986). Age in Second Language Acquisition. Avon: Multilingual Matters.

Singleton, D. (1989). Language Acquistion: The Age Factor. Clevedon: Multilingual

Matters.
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Snow, C.E. (1987). Relevance of the Notion of a Critical Period to Language Acquisition.
Sensitive Periods in Development: An Interdisciplinary Perspective, pp.183-209.
Hillsdale: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

A EAHE 1998, 35— 35 | D BGRIE SREORNY: 2 EAJI(MEM) JalEs.

I BT (%) 2003, [CDfF HEEMEEESE BRONZE-SILVER-GOLDJ 34 K.
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