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Abstract
The Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) has made
a great impact on learning, teaching, and assessment not only in Europe but also
beyond Europe. Although this framework has been shown to be compatible with
English language teaching in Japan in many respects, it seems that the CEFR
needs some modifications. The present paper is to report the development process
of the CEFR-J, which is a modified version of the original CEFR to the Japanese
context. This development consists of three stages. In the beginning, we collected
descriptors available in Japan along with those found in the CEFR and in the
European Language Portfolio (ELP). Then we came up with the first draft of
the CEFR-J. We broke down each descriptor into three categories, and checked
their consistency and levels. In the second stage, we reassembled the broken
descriptors into one descriptor. In this stage, we changed a number of wordings.
At the final stage, the author translated all the descriptors into English, and
got feedback from CEFR specialists. The CEFR-J beta version is shown in the
Appendix.
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