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Abstract
The purpose of this study was to report the developmental process of the level
descriptions specific to developmental stages in children aged 3 to 11. The research was
divided into five parts. The first step was to frame the level description hypothesis from
the open- and closed-ended research put forward by ECF (English Curriculum
Framework); the other four steps were to verify the hypothesis. The latter four steps
were as follows:
1) 26 teachers of English were asked to fill out a questionnaire to evaluate their
students’ level of English competence.
2) 65 students were interviewed individually by native English speakers, in order to
gauge each student’s spoken language ability.
3) 4 English classes were observed regularly over a 10-month period, in order to note
students’ interests, motivation, and attitudes toward English communication.
4) Over 10 reference works relating to Foreign Language Proficiency Guidelines were
studied.
The results supported the hypothesis and led to advisory instructions for Japan’s

English education system.
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