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Abstract

Alphabetical knowledge, along with phonemic awareness, has been said to be one
of the Dbest predictors of subsequent reading development among
English-speaking children. This study examines knowledge of the alphabet
among Japanese elementary school children (N = 302). The participants were
asked to take three different kinds of tests: (1) a recognition test of letter-name
matching, (2) a writing test, and (3) a word spelling test. A questionnaire was also
given to them to assess their English learning experience, family background, and
motivation to learn English.

The results showed that the participants already had a high competence with
the alphabet letters, although they had just started to take English classes at
school. The results also indicate that it is necessary to be able to write the
alphabet letters correctly in order to start processing and memorizing words.
Self-confidence in Roman-letter learning had a significant correlation coefficiency
and was found to be a good index of alphabetical learning and word recognition.
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