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Abstract
In this study, six Japanese children (aged 4 to 6) and their Japanese parents
(mainly mothers) were observed to investigate how they used English learning
materials designed for younger children and what effects the materials had on the
children’s learning. Suggestions were made with regard to effective ways of
providing parental support. The English learning materials that children used
were from the correspondence package Oyakoeigo developed by Japanese
publisher Benesse Corporation and delivered bimonthly for a year. A package
includes a video (or a DVD), and some of the following items: a CD, a workbook, a
Cocopad (a talking machine used with an electric book and a special pen), a toy or
a game. Children and parents generally were observed to enjoy learning English
together. Children were responsive to English songs and danced to music by
following the instructors’ movements shown in video. Children who were
supported by parents during language activities developed English ability in
pronunciation, vocabulary, and body language, while an unassisted child did not.
When parents and children were watching a video together, parents were able to
support children the best, and children spoke the most English. A five-year-old
girl became capable of reading some lines of an English story after she listened to
it on CD. In an English language activity, a four-year-old boy spontaneously
played the role of chef and cooked a dish for his mother. In a card game, a boy
could appropriately use the gesture for “Good job!” by putting one thumb up. In
another card game, a family got together and had fun using English expressions
such as “They (cards) match.” “They don’t match.” This type of language learning
materials seems valuable, especially when parents actively interact with their

children and the materials.
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