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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is threefold: to explain the development process of the GTEC
for STUDENTS Can-do Statements, to relate the Can-do Statements to the Common
European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR), and to validate the Can-do
Statements by comparing them with high school students’ actual performance on certain
tasks. Each student was evaluated based on their ability to perform tasks such as
reading the newspaper, writing emails and conversing over the phone, all of which are
important descriptors from the GTEC for STUDENTS Can-do Statements. Also, if a
student participated in a homestay program, they were asked to keep a “can-do journal”,
which was later evaluated. Based on the findings of this study, modifications to the GTEC
for STUDENTS Can-do Statements, and plans for future test development, were
proposed.
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Category B: Question 37) Writing postcards and greeting cards in English
1. Thave never written cards or postcards in English.

2. I can write simple messages in English.

3. Ican express myself to some degree using written English.

4

I can write most of what I want to express using English.
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%= 2. GTEC for STUDENTS Listening Can-do Statements M5
Grade Listening Can-do Statements

6 I can generally understand the outlines of the radio and TV news.
I can understand the main plots of films without subtitles,

though there are some lines I can’t get.

2 I can recognize the topics of radio and TV news. I can

understand some lines in films with subtitles.
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% 3. GTEC for STUDENTS Reading Can-do Statements Ml
Grade Reading Can-do Statements

6 I can understand the outlines of textbooks and paperbacks in

English. I can understand most of the Web pages on the Internet.

2 I can understand articles of personal interest in English
magazines or newspapers with notes such as Student Times

without using dictionaries.
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230 6 | Can understand the main idea of a text passage, and can
and find information that is difficult to search for. / Can
above understand upper level senior high school vocabulary. /

Can read an English text accurately at an appropriate speed.

120~139| 2 | Comprehension of a text’s overall meaning and ability to
search for information is inadequate. / Can understand
lower level senior high school vocabulary. / Reading speed is

slow, and there are frequent misunderstandings about

the meaning of text passages.
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GTEC for STUDENTS Proficiency Guidelines Listening-2

Can respond to spoken prompts with straightforward and somewhat unvaried

expressions.
Corresponding CEFR OI (Oral Interaction)-A2 descriptor

I can communicate in simple and routine tasks requiring a szmple and direct exchange of

information on familiar topics and activities.
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GTEC for STUDENTS Can-do Statements Listening-6

I can generally understand the outlines of the radio and 7V news. I can understand the

main plots of fi/mswithout subtitles, though there are some lines I can’t get.

Corresponding CEFR Listening-C1 descriptor

I can understand television programmes and films without too much effort.

GTEC for STUDENTS Can-do Statements Reading-Upper 1

I can understand simple English messages of birthday cards or Christmas cards. 1 can

read most of the menus in fast-food restaurants.

| Corresponding CEFR ReadingA2 descriptor
I can read very short, simple texts. 1 can find specific, predictable information in simple
everyday material such as advertisements, prospectuses, menus and timetables and I

can understand short simple personal letters.
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CEFR Al A2 B1 B1 B2 C1
GTEC Lower1 | Upperl |2 3 4 5 6
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