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Since the current Can-do Statements for GTEC for STUDENTS do not take actual
abilities into consideration, there is a need to develop new, performance-based Can-do
Statements. The purpose of this study was to develop these new Can-do Statements with
regard to reading ability, particularly in relation to reading English language newspaper
articles. The study was conducted using 778 Japanese high school students in two Super
English Language High Schools (SELHis). The participants engaged in tasks to assess
their ability to read English language newspaper articles. Each examinee’s performance
was then reviewed to determine if there was a correlation with their GTEC for
STUDENTS level of language proficiency. Although the ability to read an English
language newspaper is not included in the lower level descriptors used in GTEC for
STUDENTS, the results showed that lower level examinees are, in fact, capable of
reading some articles in an English language newspaper. These findings validate the
creation of Can-do Statements related to newspaper-reading for Japanese high school

students.
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