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Abstract
In this paper, the nature of teaching English to elementary school children is
discussed so that children’s ability to relate to and interact with others will be
developed. A case report of the author’s experience of teaching English at a
Japanese public school is also presented. English activities at the elementary
school level should be effectively connected to English language education after
junior high school. However, at the elementary school level the focus should be on
oral/aural based learning, not on reading and writing. Teachers should be aware
that English should be taught as an international language, hence the
importance of cross-cultural experiences, and child-oriented self-expressive
communication activities. Digital oral/visual teaching materials which can be
used on an interactive white board may be useful. To help children notice and
appreciate classmates’ personalities may be a first step to a cross-cultural
understanding of world cultures. Playful activities should be included so that
children can express themselves freely, using the English that they have learned.
Face-to-face English communication practice and, children’s self-expressive art
works, about which an English language teacher can make comments in English,
can produce meaningful and authentic English input for children. Handicapped
children also participate in English language activities in public elementary
schools. English time seems to be successful in a class where the homeroom
teacher has bonded with children in a trusting relationship and children care for
one another. The English language teacher should work cooperatively with the
homeroom teacher in order to provide English activities not to transmit the
knowledge of English and world cultures but to help children establish a
fundamental ability to relate to and interact with others in this rapidly changing

world.
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