EELMERFERBMOX v TE2ESEDHLH
— T T hRELERRBREOHERNMODETE—

How to Bridge the Perception Gaps between Homeroom Teachers
and Japanese Teachers of English

& H A
Eri OSADA
AR TIPS
Sophia University
Graduate School of Foreign Studies

Doctoral Program in Linguistics

Abstract
This study investigated the teaching of EFL in Japanese elementary school
classrooms by using a questionnaire and analyzing teachers’ utterances. A
questionnaire consisting of 91 items examined how much in-class activities
reflect the guidelines and compared the curriculum guidelines with the teachers’
perception of English classes. This was done based on the teachers’
self-assessment, as well as how different or similar the responses were between
the Japanese teachers of English (JTE) and the homeroom teachers (HRT). Most
of the items relating to the municipal curriculum guidelines obtained high scores,
which means that in-class practices are mostly in line with what the local board
of education expects. However, some items showed significant differences in
response between the homeroom teachers and the Japanese teachers of English,
such as the perceptions of the contents and the way to conduct team-teaching.
Teachers’ utterances in the classrooms were then analyzed by categorizing them.
The results showed that such differences might arise from distinct role-sharing
between the JTEs and HRTs as well as their perceptions of teaching beliefs. In
order to bridge those gaps, it is necessary to secure sufficient time for arranging

lessons between the JTEs and HRTs, and provide effective teacher training.
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