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Abstract
The Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) is
spreading its influence beyond Europe, and is being used for teaching and
assessment in many parts of the world. In the application of the CEFR Listening
Reference Level Descriptions to authentic listening texts, several issues have
been raised. Negishi (2008) showed that most of the assessments of the levels of
difficulty of the listening texts correspond to the average test difficulty of their
test items, and that main features in the listening descriptors, such as linguistic
difficulty, speed, etc. contribute to the difficulty, whereas minor features such as
accent contribute to a less extent. In this article, the author attempts to
reinterpret Negishi (2008). The results show that non-native judges tend to rate
the levels of listening texts based on “linguistic” features if the text is above their
level, and based on “content” features if it is below their level. They also indicate
that text length is not necessarily the major feature that decides the level of the
text, although it is closely related to the average difficulty of the test items, and
that it is only when there is a great difference in text length that the judges take

this feature into consideration in deciding the levels of authentic texts.
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1. CEFROLAJLERR

Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) 1%, ERIN D
SREOLBPHAL L TAZ—RLT2R, 4 H TlE, TOREBINIKINEEELT, HF
(2R 22 5, Negishi (2006), #R 5 (2006), H1 /7K H (2006) 72 L2 L iuiE, 2o
CEFRDNERIMN 21T Tl HAREW) SCARICEB W CTH i HNFIZ AT RE TH DLV T EN S
MR- TETCND, F5E, Cambridge ESOLONick Saville k72 &%, ¥V F K CEFR
DB O EuropeanE W IREITHIFRS A S LIVRN LR R TS, ZOLH7 RO H T,
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CEFRIFHADEEMIROHF T, FFEOFE 458 - 512 B 5 BARAY 2l DEE D
HOFT L7202 D055,

72721, CEFRIFFIND T R TOFFEOILEMHAAL L TE X LI TWAT2dIZ, )]
SREA~DE KT, VoYL itibiZcan-do statementsiZ i o TRY, N7 g —< AUEHL
Thb, D, CEFROFIAIZHT->TIL, TNENDOFFET, 121X, LT
®can-do statements?3E DIH7eFEEE  SHEIZL > TEIINDNES 2T e b7e
l/\

FEEICEL TR, BUE, 77Uy R EHOIZEnglish Profileb W) )7 By = 7R3

HEITHTHD, ZOWEIZOWTE, L FO@EY THD,

Building on existing resources such as the Common European Framework of
Reference for Languages and the Breakthrough, Waystage, Threshold and
Vantage specifications, a multi-disciplinary team 1is working to produce
Reference Level Descriptions for English. These will provide a uniquely detailed
and objective analysis of what levels of achievement in language learning
actually mean in terms of the grammar, vocabulary and discourse features that
learners can be expected to have mastered at each level.

(Council of Europe. English Profile: Reference level descriptions for English.
Available:http://www.englishprofile.org/index.html [2008, October])

Z®English Profileld, 3FEHHAE, L0, TAT 1> T OFEEFa— RAEAEKTHZL
T, KLV OERFEOFIENRILREITIEIEL TWD, 13k, Zoa— 2055 Hr i

DX, HL -V DOFERBORED, BREOBENSLFE BRSO EIERE SNDIAL
T2 TUKTEAD,

LinL7eh35, CEFRIZIFZRITH R ELRETZIT DL~V R A D 501 T irt,e< AR
BEDIVA= TRV —T A7 DL~V S B ENTWD, EiB8E S T, ZhHo
%ﬁ&ﬁ%&lF%Téﬁﬂ-‘ﬁ’ﬂfil/“\\‘ﬂ/ﬁﬂii%%?%ﬁﬁ'ékIﬁlﬁﬂlﬁgﬁbiff‘%éo FIZT, K
FRTIX, ZOOHDIA=UTITONWTT +—HAZENT, DL~V IS T D58
EIZDOWTE R AL D,

F7, CEFR Common Reference Levels: self-assessment grid® Listening!{Z 3"
Btk (Council of Europe, 2001, pp.26-27) & 7. CTHD,

Al

I can recognise familiar words and very basic phrases concerning myself, my
family and immediate concrete surroundings when people speak slowly and
clearly.

A2

I can understand phrases and the highest frequency vocabulary related to areas

of most immediate personal relevance (e.g. very basic personal and family
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information, shopping, local area, employment). I can catch the main point in
short, clear, simple messages and announcements.

B1

I can understand the main points of clear standard speech on familiar matters
regularly encountered in work, school, leisure, etc. I can understand the main
point of many radio or TV programmes on current affairs or topics of personal or
professional interest when the delivery is relatively slow and clear.

B2

I can understand extended speech and lectures and follow even complex lines of
argument provided the topic is reasonably familiar. I can understand most TV
news and current affairs programmes. I can understand the majority of films in
standard dialect.

C1

I can understand extended speech even when it is not clearly structured and
when relationships are only implied and not signalled explicitly. I can
understand television programmes and films without too much effort.

C2

I have no difficulty in understanding any kind of spoken language, whether live
or broadcast, even when delivered at fast native speed, provided I have some

time to get familiar with the accent.

oo O Iz, TEEMNEESE (e.g. Al familiar words and very basic
phrases) | [hE /70)@” L DEAVY (e.g. B2: provided the topic is reasonably
familiar) | TELBEDOE AV (e.g. Bl: current affairs or topics of personal or
professional interest) | [EREDFEANE (e.g. B1: understand the main points of clear
standard speech) | (& (e.g. B2 understand extended speech) | [fEimD#E
MiX (e.g. C1: when it is not clearly structured and when relationships are only
implied and not signalled explicitly) | [F&EEHE (e.g. C2: when delivered at fast
native speed) | [F#tV (e.g. C2: provided I have some time to get familiar with the
accent) | [AAPEX (e.g. Al: when people speak ... clearly) | /14X (e.g. A2: clear
.. announcements) | WS EENE TN TS, BRAIZ, Buck (2001) (%, VA=
2T DG P E 52 DT R ANORHEIE LT, TS RERRFE] THRME ) TSR TN
EVOMHA A AR EL TS, FRDERIT, ZNDHITIRTHFENTNDHEF 2D,
ZNHDOERIFERNC RAVTEES 1T B35 (T2 20, B AOHLEEREIL, 72 GE
HELVEES A ﬁb‘b, E% M EHECHIUTHDITE BRI IR 22 D) EE 26N, e
M, ZORAIBERICITEGREZ DA HIT RS Z)THDD, BLERIITENENOEES
PNFELEFZROE oftmbﬂ\ob FTIEARV, DFEY, R ITEMETITA W 3 TR0 ) 23
TRNEWVIMAEDEDRHHSTZY, TESIZEWVINTROTHSL | WA EDbERH T
VY%, ZHLTBLEIT, CEFRO IO ZRMMLA O 2 HT=, INEEZGI SR THDEE
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D55 (Council of Europe [2001] OHZIX, CEFROIZHL7-E~D R R ILH]
FEIZII RS TV e Ebind), BIEOLE T, EDLZL~LHIET RN T L D0,
ZTITE ENDEREZR A (2008) DF —H & RN 52 TELRL THIZV,

2. CEFRYRZ=VS -TX RO G EHIMICBE T H58MRE
2.1 #R/F(2008) DIREDHE

Horvath and Pizorn (2005) 245 Listening %, British Council DHFEHF EY
—X INTO EUROPE D7D 1 ¢, 2 V—X-x=F 14— Charles Alderson Df5#&
DbE, NV —=EARNXT DIGEHIR =L BMERLIZb D TH D, ZIITITBED AT
Mofk-TA—t8 T 47+ 7F A (authentic texts recorded from real life) 73 CD C
LI TS, AKEOH S EHRFEIIZR R, TNZENOEEIZX LT, CEFR O43%4
IZEEDLU ARV R RENTND R ThD, ZOHIWIE, L FOEY, JEEHE LT 'R
ARDEFAFIZ > TRIN TS,

As part of the piloting and analysis of these listening tasks, 14 experts in
language testing and language education more generally assessed the level of the
tasks in terms of the Council of Europe Framework. The judgements given by
these experts were then compared with the actual difficulty that the tasks had
shown when they were tried out on learners in school. As a result each task has
been given a provisional level (A1, A2, etc.) on the Council of Europe Framework
and this level is marked on the task, and the Contents pages in Appendix 2.
(Horvath and PiZorn, 2005, p.32)

bbHAA, “aprovisional level (A1, A2, etc.) on the Council of Europe Framework”
EDHDHINT, ZOHELSUTE ERZ2L O THY, Tl aZ i3k b Lt
W, LnL, ZOIHREDOFGFEOT FAMIHIZ D CEFR DL~ DWW Zh DI,
EZDOHMBRVTIE, 4 HRYTZH20,

Horvath and PiZzorn (2005)Z/%, short-answer questions, multiple-choice tasks,
true/false tasks, completion tasks, matching tasks LV \OUA=L T« X AT R EFINT
WD, R (2008) TIX, T ANTIED KBRS HI0DICT AN ha SES RN
IIMTIZHNTR4 VY multiple-choice tasks (Z#t— L7, &FMEOFEMIIR1DOEY TH
%o
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#&1 Contents of the CDs (Horvath and Pizorn; 2005, Appendix 2)

PNE RS 4 K~ CEFR L'N)L | TAMHEE | S (0:8)
12 Shuttle launch Cl 7 3:51
13 Sleepy Hollow A2 5 1:54
14 Nicole Kidman A2 6 3:05
15 The jazz singer B2 6 2:29
16 Vision regained B2 6 4:07
17 Home of the future C2 5 2:02

BT, TSI T BT v r— b ERiLTZ, ZOT7 7 —h T, BF7TFART LI
CEFR OL~VLAH|WrEE 5L, CEFR OUR= 7 O itikicE T TnHE
FIZHOWT, very difficult (4) - difficult (3) - easy (2) - very easy (1) D4Ek[
THIBrS 72, ZRHOEFEIL, Buck (2001)2&E(CL, [SREMNHS K GER) |1 55E
HIEE D) B (SUUE - SO TE) (Buck, 2001, p152>Nht°y7@%llfw7ao>r“/\m [ELLED A
U TEROFEMS ) TR X TR am OEHES | T38EEH L | T30 ) TRRES ) T/ A X (Buck, 2001,
p.187) & LTz, 7oz, TRD I THIUZ, GRS THh OB CIEFICNEEA AU S
HTWHEHWTT T, very difficult (4) 28R 5409 BATHS,

FAEBMAE L, KF1~4E4E, KPP RTRRERE B L O W24 82 44, 20
96, TANIEEZZBRL7=D1% 82 4, 77 —MIRIE LZDIX RSP 23 4°C, 2474
DTV EE LDV A= 7 DRETI LR PR 2+ B LY CEFR (ZOWTDFRLY —7
Tay T LI,

221 LALEIERICEET B8R

RK2DHDONDHINNT, TANDIREZF B L0 BISZE Ham (IRT) \ZL AT H ¥ 5
DAL, BINDOHEMZFIZED CEFR IZESVA=U 7 O#ES OB ONESFIE xR L
T, 72720, 123 (C1) & 17 % (C2) 13 T oWilss b/, £7z, 16 %L 16 FiLL
HHH B2EWIL UL THLN, R EZRIBLOHE B #G 272V OER R 55,

®2 KERFEHEERSIVOIRTEHR#SE

PNGHEES) 12 13 14 15 16 17
CEFR L N\l Cl1 A2 A2 B2 B2 C2
SRR R 0.49 0.87 0.90 0.76 0.56 0.48
IRT ¥ IH H 5 0.61 -0.70 -0.83 -0.22 0.41 0.60

AW TIE, CEFR @ A1H)5 C2ETOL L EZF I ENINSBIIE B TR
WraAT -7, BRINDHEMZE D CEFR DL~V HErE HAD R Fe 4212 5% CEFR DL
JVHIEEDRIZIZ 0.92 2O E DD TREVVEBIN S5 280D, #ES OFE% AN EA 2D
—HLTNBIERDND (FRIZM), LNLERDBE, ENENOL~VHroN#)E (H
KRORFFEAEZIDHIEr 4.13, MBEIEREMIZID A 3.83) DZEIE 0.30 L7p>TIY,
ZHUTHARDKREFEBEAED TN EOL~)L (HEL) SHIETL CDZEERL TV,
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K3 2DODLANVHEEFFTREDIERES

KEEBEA O WIN DMK OLI | KEBISEEE %
KZBL A O W 1.00
RN D B SR O e 0.92 1.00
S R -0.63 -0.85 1.00

Fio, #AERAHE, BAROKZERZAEOHIWIX, BRINOBFAZ OB &30 7203 T
DHDbHLHIENDND, FHIRT TEEMD TRESND 15 FiX, HARDRFFAIZLDH]
WrllZ SN T05, 2, CEFR TIEFDIZE KL THDDIX C2THHT0, ZOEHE)
HRIE 15 FiT C2LHWrENTHENLUTRWVD, ZDIENOBEEDEZIIRS
(easy) LHIBrENTVD, DFEY, EDOBFEFLITHBILIZT, fERNE > TET
HEFZ D,

F4 KFEREIZELSD CEFR LAJLEER (N)
KIS
CER 12 (C1) 13 (A2) 14 (A2) 15(B2) 16(B2) | 17(C2)
L)L e
C2 1 0
Cl1 - 0 6
B2 4 2 3
Bl 1 10 2 1
A2 0 0 0 0
Al 0 0 0 0
% 7L —OMENTIE, LU — L TWAL O, FRRITERAEE

222 LAN)ILHIERICEES SE AR

HARNKZBRAITIEGEDOLHE THLHY, 200, B OL VAL T, I
SO R Z TTICT T ANDEES FE 2 HIH L CONDEWVI Z LA 25, A RIOT AT —
ARININETOT T VU HERRDT —H72E00, A RIDRIEHE ThHD HARNKFRE
HEDORNNT B2L UL THHEVIZEN DD TND, ZDOZEND, H3DL-~rry Eo
TEXANMIOWTOHIENL, HOHRREIEFMIZIToTVDD, HDOL~LED FO7F AR
WZDOWTIEEEL WL TWBZEnbnnd, E0bi), A2% B1EHIEIL CWDHENHITE
1%, Basic User L'~/L-¢ Independent User L~ L ED W DIENTHY, FDEENTK
TNEFEZD,

ZOJFRKNZAONWT, BV LEENCERL CARLOEES, F25iEahE THO ML,
WIRDZ LR, LUVHIBNZBEL CTH OO E 22 O T35 THhAH, A4 D
LULE0h EOT R ANOBERIZHT- - T, B XV N SEENeER 2P0
WZHTENDR, AOL-YLED FOTXANOERTIE, SRR BTIZIE A B
IZATONTCNBT2DIT, NEMZRRHSE FOICT S ANDL ~ Vi 24T > CLEI B DL
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Bbhd, FEFHEENIA=L T TXARDOL VR T 585480, NEEZLEIITHIET
BENDEVIZEEHBELDL DB HLNB LIV, 13F L1451, £ Z 1uSleepy
Hollow& ) 855 LB E JE#E Nicole Kidman® A2 DW T DL THD, HENICEFE
BICE 2R, ZNHDOTFARME, A201 can understand phrases and the highest
frequency vocabulary related to areas of most immediate personal relevance. kb \
IR TLFELDOME LN, LL, ZNENDOTFAMNNE R DL~V Gtk
27Ti¥, I can catch the main point in short, clear, simple messages and
announcements.&72>CTW553, B1 T, I can understand the main point of many
radio or TV programmes on current affairs or topics of personal or professional
interest ... . 725 TEY, BIOL ULk D F R, FEEEERF 2 A 2 —Li3TrLAFE
PERNNODE LR,

231 CEFRURZUT-LRILERER, EYDFTRSILOERICETHHER

K EZRE CEFR IZE FNAVA= T O~ 7335 L OFHBIREL (F5) 72 BiT,
KIFEEEE RIS RS & GRS | [ 5B B GOk SOiig) 1 They 7 ol
YeTr D EA W TEFROFEMS ) [FER O HES | TREEERE | LOFBAN mWZ 3 bh D,
INHOHEFL, EOIHRAZVTNOBEEIZHEDLLILOTHY, VA= 7 DG JE
WZIEE AN EE RIETEEBE2LND, ZHUIKL T, TEX)TFED T/ A4 X O BIFR %L

BIERLS, LAVl E U TR ER 72 B2% 5.2 01T TR WLV ZENF R
D129,

£R5 URZUITDEFRTEDLANLEIEE, 220D CEFR QLA LI
BLUTAMDFEHF AELDARE
CEFR L L | CEFR L ~L

5 aaEE D) B (GEw)

S aniEE S B (S0l - SUE)

" 7 DBIGHDFEL U

BLER D G 0

PRARDFERIS

EX

e DEMES

Gl

# 0.60 0.32 0.12

B 0.56 0.58 -0.41

JAR 0.07 0.35 -0.35
k7L —OMENTIE, £0.7 LA EOFEBEEREL

ZDHG, THkn | R0 VAR DB TR FTHITE (O FED, M/ [Hy | REMR TXARVNEE
DI AR NTIE DT HFAMILHHDIT TIH RV N, [BEEITHHPETXAMIMEIEFE T
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HY, LIV L BRI B R THEEZEINTE LD, 22T, LR T, TESJIZEL
T, EHIZEEMIZ A TNIHERS, R2THEG DU DH -7 12 % (C1) & 173 (C2) 1T
DN, VA=V T OEERIEES B A B CAL (R6EM), 12 KL 17T FBIETTHD
DFHEN RO RKEL TS, TRSIOEWVDRE 2 LN, 12FIFEWENEELTIW
D120 T, BRI, 17 FITHASTRHEIDOREIA® D, CEFR DYA= 7 DFk 2 708
FOIBLITRES IPUIMNIT T 17 BOIZOINREETHLEHH N TODITH Db H T,
12 FL 17T BSWHRLIZEVDZ LR, TR IDBVAR= 7 QS FEIT K& 8% R IE LT
WAHEE RDTIEAD,

®6 YRAZVJ DERANESELIML ¢ 1RTE

N 12 17 P fid
CEFR L N\l Cl C2
Sl E GEH) 2.96 3.13 0.19

SIS E CUE - )
hE Y 7 DBIRADEG N

BLR DEA W

HRAR D R &

Ex

deam DEMES 2.61 2.74 0.42
FEasH e 3 3.04 0.81
#HO 1.78 1.96 0.38
B = 0.00
JAX 0.00

* 7L —OfEHENTIE, t BE (WA T 0.05 L~V THERSD

232 CEFRJARZVT -LALERIZHITHIREIET HEEHER

RS E, REOHBHRE DRSS AUE, ZHVA KL, W O0HLERO1-2IZiH
T, LYV OWRE R BRI TORVLD, BRI RS DOEWDRHLE AT,
DR PMRUTHHRL TODIIREGE T, RWVTFAMDIZIZ LN EHIET§ 52 L8
KON DDIND, £o, TAMDIEBEES EIZEL Th, Minze RS OEWE, B
GEERL EIT5EE 25, BEOL, TFAN RS X, & FOBHANEED LT
DT, LUV ORI IZH THEL U | S WO ISR E 5 2 D ERIRRZ, T ARNZERE D/R7 4 —
VAT AR RITLTWDHEE 2 DD,

CEFRVA=VZ7 DL ~LERIZEBW T, TRSNE, ThENOL VYT 57
FANZAT DIREHR RS )2 L TRRdSn TndEfbihd, CEFRIA=7 D
L UL T, TSI 55081, A20“short, clear, simple messages and
announcements” B EB23D “I can understand extended speech and lectures
LLBXOIC10T can understand extended speech ... EWOER SIS THD

D, ZNBIZBO T, Wb ZNEFNDOTF AN ZA T LT BE ORI R A 5o
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TW5, OFY, Avbt—IR0T7 F I T2 FHOE D THLHL, AL —F iR IIA KD
DREDFLEFSTZEEIRHDHEDZETHD, BEOL, IHLEERTOIESIZESATH
AR BAT DL ~JVHIHIZIUEE SN NWE BN, FL—iar o 0 A8 2—7
EDO—EEVE-T=b DI, TNNTANTHI, B Thi, KROESEZMATED
T, LV OB T D,

3. H¥E

AR ED, RIF (2008) DFFEIROFERAFLD D, FFEOTFAMIEL T, CEFR ©
VA= T DRENFEIRIZEE SN L~V A B O FEREEEREE MM TO% 6, Bado b
DUV OEDIZIE, iR EREZB LI 2213555, B ED FTOL~Lod

U, HIE B & O S FERIZRE N BE LSV TV DT, BREINRERILHED
BT, WEANZRERZZLEIHE T2 23 e 559 Thsd, oFED, CEFR DYA=
TOLILRIRIZIE, ERBEMNRERNONAFRER I TIEFIERLOBREFEN TN
23, frE DL~ I, BT R HEL 7R D RN B> TS ATEEMEDR HHEVH 2 ETH
b, ZOEBRTIE, 4lal itif_ FHEE DL VI RV A= 7 TR ARDNE
BRORHEL D TH 727212, FHlIE L~ L% EIAIRTL CLEST20, LI SFE
AT EEL < THNARIIC 57‘%@1@%% X, FHENX R s hb LiZeny, S|l
P 1 B ARDO KPR THT20, 4% A ARNIGEAREND CEFR 25 LXTH2m
MBI B B LT UG, fHEE 320 RICE S A EWTIIAEZIT 58T, £<
DEFH/NT ALK TEDLIDNTRDDMMNEINL, 4% DOFRE f‘zlb%io
TXANDIEZ ), TANOIE H 5 B KX T REL L~V I R IF T8 X

ST TEZIODLEIEITHD, TXANDOEIRET NI, 721\031,5\ H ¥ 5 B 13 E<
B BONDN, LAVHIENIT LT LEZNICKHGLIEb D LR o T RN KT,
CEFR DVA=U T DL ~VHIBHZI W T, BFIT 7T AN BT E BRI L 1
7o TRV, JEFIICEBEREWIITEE, 2O~ VB2 L i 23R &
Hb LIV, 2, AT ELESTZRSOHDLTFAND L U THES FE D ED3,
FIDPBRBSNT L7 T R AN HIBHIEEL L, HIWr RS S5 AR H D,

HEDIVZA=T DOFFAMNE, CEFR VA= DL~k OFT R TOELENFLF
ERVES>TERLTOIANRMEROLDO TR, —FOL U RELTH, BH>—FHD
LAUL B EWNEWVI IO S DR B HBICH D, 4%, A —tr Ty /  TX AN ED
228 T, EDOIIRBERNPL LA LU TH NTHEREL TV D)% FERERIIT IR
REL TUOMD I IUE 72 B2 Th A,
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