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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to discuss the educational evaluation of the “Foreign
Language Activity” implemented in elementary schools in Japan. While it is
important to note that this is not a regular mandatory subject with the usual
rating standards, it is nonetheless essential to also recognize that there should be
consistency in the norms and criteria of evaluation in order to maintain a
consistent English teaching system from elementary school through junior high
school. Regrettably, however, “English Notebook,” its accompanying guidance
materials, and the guidebook for in-service teacher training published by the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology provide neither
adequate nor appropriate information about the evaluation process to frontline
teachers. Furthermore, to create a high quality English education system in
elementary schools, it is necessary to establish an appropriate curriculum that is
developed reciprocally from the classrooms and to articulate concrete objectives
that will serve to promote pupils’ growth and development in their
communication activities. Teachers in each school must clearly understand the
purpose of English Activity as stated in the national curriculum and, based on
their understanding, create appropriate objectives, or norms and criteria, that
will promote teaching practices in line with the communicative intent of the
subject. In this way, consistency in the elementary school English education

system can be realized.
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