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Abstract
This is a research report on the effects of early learning English as a foreign
language at home on the development of the English ability of young children.
Individual children (79 in total, aged six) took a PC listening test of English
vocabulary and capitalized alphabet letters and a PC speaking test of
conversational expressions. Each child also had a face-to-face English interview
test conducted in English for five minutes. The study examined differences
between the group of preschoolers (38 in total) who had learned English using
correspondence English learning materials (DVDs, an electronic talking book,
CDs, workbooks, paper-based games, etc.) bi-monthly for three years and the
group of preschoolers (41 in total) who hadn’t. Results showed that the group of
children who had learned English at home was better at English than that who
hadn’t. Also, it seemed that the experience of English activities at kindergarten
had an impact on English ability. Those who had learned English at home and
had also had English activities at kindergarten were the best at English. Those
who had learned English at home but hadn’t had English activities at
kindergarten were better at recognizing English vocabulary and the capitalized
letters of the alphabet (e.g.,Z,K,Y) when they heard their sounds in a listening
test than those who hadn’t learned English at home but had had English
activities at kindergarten. The former group’s English speaking ability was as
good as the latter group’s except for their pronunciation and attitude at the
interview. The responses of the children’s parents to a questionnaire showed the
tendency of parents of children whose scores were higher to have higher
expectations towards their children’s English achievement level and fewer
concerns about English learning. This may be considered an indication of

parents’ influence on children’s English language development.
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[[V#+—27>7] Hello. Mynameis___. Niceto meetyou! I'm going to ask

you some questions. Please answer me in English. Let’s begin.]

('H 1) How are you? (E2)What’s your name? (EH3)How old are you?
URMp S 2o b T, R OBt B A RN 5]

Look, I have a fruit basket. There are many fruits.
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Look, this is a book of colors. There are many colors.

ROV EDORE A 72030, J(ER6) Do you like red?

[ z6hni-5, a9~ T, It’s a red star fish.] (& 7) What color do you like?
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[[7—n % ]That’s all. Thank you for coming. I hope you had a good time.
Good bye.]
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