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Abstract
This study presents and analyzes some characteristics of English ability of seven
Japanese preschoolers (aged 3 to 5), who studied English as a foreign language
with their Japanese parents at home by using Worldwide Kids English home
learning materials. Their home learning activities were video-taped and observed
at the time of the 20th month after they started to learn English. All of them
sounded native-like, and they were good at responding in English by using such
conversational chunks as ‘Okay,” ‘Hello,” ‘Here you are,” ‘Thank you.” Younger
learners were good at mimicking English words. At the age of four, two out of
three learners used a communication strategy (i.e., saying ‘This.” to respond)
and a learning strategy (i.e., singing English songs to enjoy English learning)
respectively. Older learners seemed to learn English vocabulary more effectively.
At the age of five, one learner’s English utterances declined while the other
started to speak English in full sentences. During English activities, all the
children spontaneously used Japanese to express feelings and thoughts, e.g., if
they were talking to themselves. Overall, though, their Japanese was not mixed
with English. Parents were not fluent in English but were good at playing with
their children in English and explaining meanings in Japanese. In sum, with
good parental support, the preschoolers mastered English conversational chunks.
There was no sign that studying English hindered their Japanese development. If
the children receive further support, they will likely learn to express feelings and

thoughts in English too.
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7oo BGEOMAZFAMNEDHEETEXD, BWLEIREYOBREHIIE, Yummy!
Yummy!” EEWVWRDD, EDREFTIONEEZLT, FELDATITEDY, —HHEIThk
Do THET, TELBIREILTCNDIE, FOXAILTEHiBA, ‘Are you sleepy? &
BLL=ThbE, FEBIT Yes) EEZ TV, BEEEFED In’ & ‘Out’ O E WA FESH

062 W



Hiat, D—T %\ WCTHATHIZAD In!’, I—T %H->TOut!’ LE-C, %
DEWEKRBRIE W, FELTBICESTE, HEEFEIVENS, BNRWANAmSe
iy, SEZERBRIETTNDIORBLNWLIE o7, BUIEARTELDRIGE LD
DOHBINLNEIT, BFOREEEL, RERDHSN TV, NIV HVREFTHIC
%, AT YMEEE D, TELOREDOEALICHEUET, BARMRISEIZRRMEL, 8 &
RO LN R THS (e.g., Wong Kwok Shing, 2006) L& TWA, A EIOFHAT
%, ZOIORGEIREZ BRI,

Fo, BlOFHENTIZHL TREH-T-, FEBICEELHZ LM RFET +—~v v
L CHERBE B —>MmA > 74— R\ 7 |IDRINTIZESNDD, FFEOFFEN L) -
T FELDOHIT, ZNERFETITo TV, BlZIE, ‘B-chan! Look, it’s pretty. What’s
this? It’s a pink hat. B> 7®ME¥42, A pink hat” £VW) BEATHD, 9, vI/UIL
TFTC, HATWEOIZEASHE, ZHUXMTNLLEEMERT S, RICEDEZEZE-T
M5, AAGECTEWRZMNETID, %I, FORGEDOEZ LR THEMET
W, ZOXIZ, B, EEBEOHDEZ, AARGBETEDOLET, BOEGEEMRYIRLED
HTWEDT, FELITEWER ST BT, Bk ELIL TRFATHZEMNT
TV, BAGEZMITIISATY, EBEFRFETHOIUL, FEBITEDORFEEZRNT,
BEHEEOHUIER LD, FERHENTELEIDITThD, O, FRFDED
itr, FEODHEBLIENFICHLTERZFHELGIL, FELBBEMBLLT WO
ELEEICHELCTEE2ED TR LN, FREEDOLAX, TELNEGEEZSED
& Yes, OO " DISNTFELDHBIZOWNTHFELMDIRL TE > TIELWZ LA fEEL, T
EbE LI T,

BINTGEEFE RIZEL T, FEBERRGETED CWEDLIRNTE, TART v,
RECITEEE T, WREORETOBERET Rz, ED SHEIIMHARIETHDDY, ‘Good
job!" ‘That’s great!” ‘Wonderful! ’ 72 E SEGEDOR T T4 7 72 RT3 0 o7, BLBRZEN
ZLIT, BlOKFEL, AT —VEEDI LR ENRATAT IR T 0T, RENR
HHDEFELIDET LB ORI EREBO T L H RO TEE O R EZIRITE A B
DIRNLHEEENE, FEBDOEFETFEHOFEE) ) L7 o> T IDITED, HEEEFEITR VK
BRTED, Bl CRULLKIGEEOE LIZEWIERERD, S HBOESDORFEFE DO RER L X
2725 TNAL D LHEIE T 5,

b=
1) 14 (CO)IFFEEEZRIATOBADLDHY, DO ECDIEF BNVl
2) MoBT-LIE~T, E-Toy Zff>7 355 00, CD-ROM OF A XD &I kkF- 7257,
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