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Abstract
The purpose of this paper is to understand differences in the conditions, and
the situation of Foreign Language Activities at Japanese elementary schools,
using data from surveys about teachers conducted by BERD in 2006 and 2010.
Foreign Language Activities were introduced to elementary schools in the fiscal
year of 2011, after a two-year preparation period called “Ikosochi-kikan”. One
of the main reasons for compulsory English lessons for fifth and sixth-graders
was to offer equal educational opportunities to elementary students, since it
had long been pointed out that the conditions and the situations varied between
schools and regions. The decision to introduce Foreign Language Activities was
made in 2007 after a long dispute. The basic conditions for teaching, such as
distributing teaching materials called Eigo Note, were improved as preparations
progressed. Although the dispersion of the number of lessons offered in school
diminished, regional disparities were observed to have widened between 2006
and 2010, according to the analysis. These findings indicate the limitations of the
government’s uniform supports, such as the distribution of teaching materials
and the provision of teacher training. The author suggests that this kind of data
should be opened to the public, in order to better understand the situations and

supports that should be offered, according to regional needs.
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