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A Case Study of a Japanese Preschooler Learning English as
a Foreign Language with Parental Support

BHOAT
Hiroko TOYODA
B LR
Tokyo University of Technology

Abstract
This is a study of a Japanese preschooler, one boy, who learned English as a
foreign language at home over three years with parental support. The study
looks at how he learned English and how much English he acquired. The
child used correspondence English learning materials produced by a Japanese
publishing company. In the first year, he enjoyed listening, singing and dancing
to English songs on DVDs and CDs. Even when he was not able to sing along,
he was physically responding to English rhythms. Shorter words with Japanese
katakana (semi-)equivalents were easier to learn. He was learning words with
gestures in a way that was similar to how he was learning his mother tongue.
In the middle year, a self-study tool called Englee helped expose him to more
English input and further opportunities to use English in quizzes. In this period
his vocabulary extended to longer words and conversational phrases, although he
seemed to have some difficulty with grammar. In the final year, he was capable
of expressing himself with T'm..., ‘I like...”, and ‘I can...” sentences with gestures
and feelings. He enjoyed playing English games with his family. He showed some
awareness of English grammar rules. This may have arisen because he had been
more thoroughly exposed to English through mimicking his mother’s English and

receiving his mother’s explanations of the English that he was learning.
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