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The Implications of “the European Survey on Language
Competences” for ELT in Japan
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Abstract
The European Survey on Language Competences (ESLC) was conducted in order
to provide participating countries in Europe with comparative data on foreign
language competence and insights into good practice in language learning. The
results of the survey are reported in terms of the levels of the CEFR. The level
of independent user (B1+B2) was achieved by 42% of tested students in the first
foreign language, while a large number of pupils did not even achieve the level
of a basic user. A wide range of ability was observed across countries in Europe.
This can be attributed to a number of factors, such as the exact onset of foreign
language learning, the current teaching time, pupils’ perception of their parents’
knowledge of the foreign language tested, their exposure to and use of the tested
language through traditional and new media, etc. It is particularly interesting
to note that a greater use of the foreign language in lessons by both teachers
and pupils shows a positive relation with language proficiency. These findings
might support the arguments presented by the new “Course of Study for Upper
Secondary Schools” in Japan. A number of implications are presented for English

language teaching policies in Japan.
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HD,

Lisbon Strategy

+ The goal set in 2000 for Europe to become by 2010 “the most competitive and
dynamic knowledge-based economy in the world” (Council of the European
Union, 2000, p. 2).

* In 2002 member countries agreed action to improve language learning, in
particular by teaching at least two foreign languages to all from a very early
age.

* A European Indicator of Language Competences was first mooted at this time
as one measure of progress toward the Lisbon goals.

— Jones and Saville (2009, pp.52-53)
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#&1 Percentage of pupils achieving each CEFR level in first and second foreign

language (global average across educational systems) (%)
Tested language Pre-Al Al A2 B1 B2
First foreign 14 28 16 19 923
language
Second foreign 20 38 17 14 11
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X1 First foreign language. Percentage of pupils at each level by educational

system using global average of the 3 skills
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