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Abstract
The aim of this research was to observe how sixteen Japanese preschoolers (ages
2 to 6) learned English as a foreign language with their parents at home, and how
much English they acquired. The children took part in a study program, using
English study-materials produced by Benesse, which had four levels, all designed
for preschoolers. For each level, four children were observed on video recordings,
which were made at their homes for one year as they were studying English with
DVDs, workbooks and audio tools. The findings were that the children were active
learners of English and that the English they acquired was due to their being
provided with scaffoldings: English study-materials were tailored to their levels
of physical and cognitive developments, and parental support met their needs.

Results also showed the level of English attainments and learner traits.
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