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English Curriculum with Literacy Activities
at a Public Elementary School
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Abstract
The Ministry of Education, Sports, Science, Culture, and Technology publicized
the “English Education Reform Plan corresponding to Globalization” in 2013
and displayed its determination to promote the establishment of an educational
environment corresponding to globalization from the elementary to lower
and upper secondary education stages. According to this reform plan, English
language classes will be a regular subject for upper graders at public elementary
schools from 2020. In this paper, the author presents a two-year English
curriculum for upper graders including some literacy teaching, corresponding to
the recent reform ideas. This curriculum has been practiced for five years in a
special district where English has been taught as a subject and students’ English
skills have been evaluated. The effects of the program and the reactions from

homeroom teachers are reported on.
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